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OF

SHOW
2008 ABCA CONVENTION

9th Annual

Unique Products
Intriguing Inventions Awarded Best Of Show At ABCA Convention
    World’s best baseball trade show 
features interesting products which 
will help game reach higher plateau.

The Catcher Signal MarkerSee TOP BASEBALL INVENTIONS, Page 12

Solving Age Old Riddle With New Tactics

Hanson Explains Yips Cure

By JOHN PINKMAN
Special To Collegiate Baseball

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — A number of innovative, 
new products for baseball were unveiled at the 63rd 
annual American Baseball Coaches Association 

Convention.
For the ninth consecutive year, Collegiate Baseball is 

rolling out its Best of Show story which showcases the 
top new inventions that were displayed.

The convention featured an all-time high 334 exhibitors 
which eclipsed the previous record high of 305 exhibitors 
during the Nashville ABCA Convention in 2005.

The trade show, coordinated by Betty Rulong of the 
ABCA, brought in 29 more exhibitors than ever before.

Each year, Lou Pavlovich of Collegiate Baseball and I 
search the trade show floor for products and services that 
are considered unique and useful for coaches.

Without further adieu, here are the 2008 winners.

Catcher Signal Marker
Every now and then we look at each other and say, 

“This product makes so much sense. Why didn’t anyone 
think about before?” “Cents” is also the cost of this great 
new product introduced at the ABCA trade show for the 
first time.

The Catcher Signal Marker, made by Clear Vision 
Sports, is about the 
size of a dry ease 
marker. The white, 
non-toxic substance 
is dabbed on to the 
catchers fingers. 

It has one purpose 
— to illuminate the 
catcher’s fingers as 
he is giving signals 

which is absolutely essential for night games or games 
winding down near sunset.

Cal. St. Fullerton has used Wite-Out correction fluid for 
years on the fingers of their catchers during night games 
with great success so pitchers can see the signs easily. 

By TOM HANSON, Ph.D.
Special To Collegiate Baseball
(Final Of A 2-Part Series)

TAMPA, Fla. — Take a look at what the 
following stories have in common and why 
they have been such a problem in baseball 

and other sports.
 A college senior pitcher’s shoulder hurts so 

badly on each pitch that he is close to shutting it 
down and having surgery – but then is miraculously 
healed and has his best Fall ever. 
 An upper level minor leaguer had been trying 

    After years of having hit or 
miss success, solving horrible 
malady is now a tap away.

See TAPPING TECHNIQUE, Page 6

Destruction Of Hurricane
Katrina Shapes New Path

TOM WALTER

    Amazing odyssey 
takes place for New 
Orleans’ head coach.
By JOHN PINKMAN 
Special To Collegiate Baseball

NEW ORLEANS, La.. — 
Did your ever wonder if 
one coach could make a 

difference? 
Did you ever want to discover 

how a losing program is turned 
around and suddenly becomes a 
winner?

I have always wondered how 
that happens and which came first 
— the coach’s desire or the school’s 
desire? 

This is the first in a series of 
articles where we investigate 
amazing turnaround programs.  

The unbelievable saga of what 
happened to the coaches and players 
at the University of New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina is one that 
has never been told until now.

New Orleans’ Head Coach Tom 
Walter had previously been the 
skipper at George Washington 
University and led the program to 
great success despite not having a 
home field.

Tom was recruited by, and 
accepted an offer from, the 
University of New Orleans (UNO). 

The UNO program was legendary 
but had fallen on hard times. 

UNO was the powerhouse 
program in Louisiana during the 
1970s and 1980s until LSU hired 
Skip Bertman who changed the 
baseball landscape in the south.

Tom Walter moved his family 
and wife Kirsten to “NOLA” 
(what locals call New Orleans). 
It appeared to be a wonderful 
opportunity for his career and 
family.

However, the UNO program had 

See ODYSSEY, Page 5
Curing the yips can be achieved by tapping the skin instead of painful acupuncture.

to shorten his hand path all season, then has a major 
breakthrough and creates a new habit in a few 
days. 
 A young softball pitcher tops out at 58mph, 

then minutes later throws a pitch 63mph.
 A 12-year-old is so scared of the ball that he 

takes his top hand off the bat and steps back as a 
pitch is being thrown, then stands in and rips a few 
foul balls in his very next game.
 A college sophomore rates his current level 

of frustration and anger at his hitting as an “8” on 
a 1 to 10 scale, then two minutes later says it’s “0 
or 1.”
 A high school catcher goes from saying “I 

can throw to the bases, but throwing the ball back 
to the pitcher is killing me,” to “I’m completely 




